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Sexual assault hot line set up at Sheppard  

Air Force officials want to assess climate in base's training wing  

By Lee B. WeaverTimes Record News 
February 19, 2004  

Hot line numbers for Sheppard Air Force Base: (940)676-0253 or DSN (940) 736-0253  

Hot line for other personnel: 1-888-351-9477  

A team of Air Force officials looking into allegations of widespread sexual assaults at Sheppard Air Force 
Base set up a hot line for base personnel.  

The group of 22 investigators was commissioned by Air Education and Training Command commander 
Gen. Don Cook to look into the charges and to examine existing systems for reporting sexual assaults in 
the wake of a Denver Post story published last week.  

"The team's goal is to assess the climate here, the atmosphere in the training wing," said David Smith, 
chief of media relations for the AETC at Randolph Air Force Base in San Antonio.  

"The hot line is for Sheppard troops wishing to discuss sexual assault issues here at the base," he said. 
"The number will be staffed around the clock through Friday at 6 p.m."  

The hot line number is (940) 676-0253 or DSN (940) 736-0253. Personnel assigned elsewhere can call 1-
888-351-9477.  

"The team members come from a broad cross-section of Air Force specialties," Smith said. "They're 
officers, enlisted personnel and civilians."  

Eight members of the team are from Randolph and the rest are from Luke Air Force Base in Phoenix, 
Vance Air Force Base in Enid, Okla., and Little Rock Air Force Base in Little Rock, Ark., Smith said. The 
team is lead by Col. K.C. McClain, AETC deputy director of operations at Randolph.  

Investigators are interviewing a similarly diverse lineup of base personnel, he said.  

"We're talking to commanders, first sergeants, training leaders, instructors and students," Smith said.  

To maximize the team's contact with the 8,000-plus students on base, members are conducting group 
interviews as well.  

"We randomly put students together in gender-specific groups of 10 to talk and to let them tell us what's 
happening," Smith said.  

The team will also extend its review beyond Sheppard.  
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"We will also send folks out to talk to the Wichita Falls Police Department and at First Step," Smith said.  

First Step Women's Shelter and Sexual Assault Counseling, a crisis counseling center, was cited in the 
Post story as having seen two dozen Sheppard sexual assault victims from June 2002 to June 2003.  

Officials with First Step hope to close the communication gap between victims and the base, said 
program director Xochitl Pruit.  

"What we would like to do is give then an insight into what our victims are feeling," Pruit said.  

As far as the team's access to victims, Pruit said that decision is not First Step's to make.  

"We have not told them not to talk, and we have not told them to talk," she said. "It's up to them."  

Wichita Falls police had not met with the investigators yet but were ready to discuss the police 
department's methods of investigating sexual assaults involving base personnel, said Lt. Richard Garza 
of the Criminal Investigation Section.  

The investigative team will be in Wichita Falls through Saturday. The team will report on its findings in the 
coming weeks, Smith said.  

Staff writer Lee B. Weaver can be reached at (940) 763-7548 or with e-mail at 
weaverl(at)TimesRecordNews.com. 

 



AETC Bases News Clips 
LUKE AFB, AZ 

 
News Clips are compiled for the AETC Commander and staff by AETC/PA.  Copyright restrictions apply.  19-Jan-04 

 

 

West Valley View 
PAGE:  Internet 

AETC Bases News Clips 
LUKE AFB, AZ 

 
News Clips are compiled for the AETC Commander and staff by AETC/PA.  Copyright restrictions apply.  19-Jan-04 

 

West Valley View 
PAGE:  Internet 
DATE:  19-Jan-04 

 
 

 

 

DATE:  19-Jan-04 
 
 



AETC Bases News Clips  

LUKE AFB, AZ 
 

News Clips are compiled for the AETC Commander and staff by AETC/PA.  Copyright restrictions apply.  19-Feb-04 
 

 
 
 
 

Surprise Today 
PAGE:  Internet 
DATE:  19-Feb-04 



AETC Bases News Clips 
LUKE AFB, AZ 

 
News Clips are compiled for the AETC Commander and staff by AETC/PA.  Copyright restrictions apply.  19-Feb-04 

 

Surprise Today 
PAGE:  Internet 
DATE:  19-Feb-04 

 AETC Bases News Clips 
LUKE AFB, AZ 

 
News Clips are compiled for the AETC Commander and staff by AETC/PA.  Copyright restrictions apply.  19-Feb-04 

 

Surprise Today 
PAGE:  Internet 
DATE:  19-Feb-04 

 

 


